Never Forget An Introduction to the Holocaust

A large central image at the top of the panel is a black and white photo depicting thirteen young
children standing behind a fence made of barbed wire. The children wear striped jackets that are
too large for them and drab clothing. The girls wear kerchiefs on their heads and the boys wear
hats. The caption reads, “Child survivors of the Auschwitz concentration camp. Courtesy United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum.”

The Holocaust was the persecution and murder of six million Jews and five million other victims
in Europe between 1933 and 1945. In this exhibit you will explore nine important questions
about the Holocaust that will help you understand this important event and what it means for us
today. You will also learn about the experiences of a young man named Norbert Friedman who
survived the Holocaust and later immigrated to the United States. His story encourages us to
think about the impact of the Holocaust on families, communities, and nations. We must never
forget the Holocaust. Only by understanding how and why it happened can we create a better
world and prevent similar events from taking place again.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The black and white photo
depicts two small girls and a boy sitting on rubble with their left cheeks gently resting in their left
hands. They look to the side at something off camera. Behind them is a large pile rubble, the
remnants of a building. The caption reads, “Children after a German bombing raid, London,
1940. Courtesy National Archives.” The text reads, “Nazi Germany made preparations for war in
the 1930s. When Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939, World War Il began. The war
raged across the globe for six years. When it was over, 55 million people were dead, including 11
million victims of the Holocaust.”



What was Jewish life like before the Holocaust?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a black and white photo depicting six men
wearing some standing, some sitting, wearing various military uniforms. They look serious. Five
of the men look at the camera, while one of the seated men looks off camera. The caption reads,
“A group of Jewish soldiers in the Romanian army during World War |. Courtesy U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum.”

Jews lived in Europe for hundreds of years before the Nazis came to power in Germany in 1933.
Many fought in World War |, served in politics, and built homes and businesses alongside their
neighbors. Before the war, 500,000 Jews lived in Germany and were an important part of
German life. Hatred of Jews, called anti-Semitism, was not a new invention. Jews had been
persecuted throughout Europe and around the world for hundreds of years because of fears and
stereotypes. The Nazis continued the myth that Jews were dangerous to Germany, making them
a scapegoat for the country’s problems.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The black and white photo
depicts a large group of young boys in tiered rows looking at the camera. A middle-aged man
with glasses stands behind the group. The photo is faded except for a bright circle around one of
the boys in the second row. The caption reads, “Norbert and his class, 1931. Courtesy Norbert
Friedman.” The text reads, “Norbert Friedman was born in Krakow, Poland, in 1922. As a boy, he
loved reading and playing sports. Norbert attended public school and lived in a neighborhood
with Jews and non-Jews, but Jewish laws and customs were important to his family. Norbert’s
father was a kosher butcher who did business with the large Jewish community in Krakow.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Anti-Semitism: Hatred of Jewish people

Stereotype: An oversimplified and negative image of a person

Scapegoat: Someone who is blamed for the errors of others

Kosher Butcher: A butcher who prepares meat according to the rules of the Jewish faith

At the bottom of the panel is a timeline with the following dates and events:
1914: Start of World War |

1918: End of World War |



Who were the Nazis?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a black and white photo depicting two men in
officers uniforms walking alongside and inspecting a line of soldiers in uniform. They each wear
helmets and hold rifles with bayonets attached to the barrels. The caption reads, “Adolf Hitler
inspects Nazi soldiers in Nuremberg, 1935. Courtesy U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.”

The National Socialist (Nazi) party was one of many political parties to gain popularity in
Germany after World War I. As the Great Depression added to the desperation of the

German people in the 1920s, the country began to consider more radical political parties,
including the Nazis. Adolf Hitler, the leader of the Nazis, gave speeches promising jobs and
housing and appealed to national pride. Nazi party members also used violence and intimidation
to silence opponents. When the German people voted for Hitler and the Nazi party in 1933,
many voted more for jobs and economic security than for the party’s anti-Jewish policies. Nazis
believed the fictional Aryan race would make up a new Germany, an empire that would spread
across Europe.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The black and white photo
depicts a small group of young boys wearing scout uniforms outdoors. One boy, sitting on the
ground, plays a mandolin. A young man holding a pole stands in the background. The caption
reads, “Norbert’s Jewish youth group on an outing, 1935. Courtesy Norbert Friedman.” The text
reads, “Norbert was ten years old when Adolf Hitler came to power. His family watched with
growing fear as Jews in Germany suffered persecution at the hands of the government. When
Germany invaded Poland in 1939, anti-Jewish laws restricted life for Norbert’s family and friends.
His father continued to work in defiance of the Germans.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Great Depression: The economic crisis that began in 1929 and continued in the 1930s
Aryan Race: A fictional, idealized race created by the Nazis
Defiance: Open disobedience

At the bottom of the panel is a timeline with the following dates and events:
1921: Hitler becomes leader of the Nazi Party
1929: The Great Depression begins

1933: Nazis come to power in Germany



What groups did the Nazis target?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a black and white photo depicting a man in a dark
coat standing in front of a man. He holds the face of this man as he forcibly cuts his beard. A
smiling group of soldiers stand behind the men, watching the scene unfold. The caption reads,
“A Jewish man is forced to shave the beard of another Jew while Nazi troops watch. Courtesy
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.”

The Nazi idea of a perfect German race excluded many people. The main targets were Jews,
whom the Nazis blamed for the country’s problems. They also targeted the Roma (Gypsies),
mentally and physically disabled people, religious and political opponents, and many other
groups. The Nazis intended to remove any person or group that challenged their power or
threatened their idea of the Aryan race. They used propaganda to persuade Germans and other
occupied countries to follow and support the Nazi party. Propaganda came in the form of
posters, film, rallies, radio, and political cartoons. From a young age, children were the target of
Nazi propaganda. A portrait of Adolf Hitler hung in every school classroom.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The black and white photo
depicts a young woman on the left and a young man on the right. She wears a white collared
blouse; he wears a high-collared uniform with a zigzag pattern embroidered on the neck. They
stand so close together, the temples of their heads touch. They look directly at the camera. The
caption reads, “Norbert’s parents, Gusta and Josef Friedman, in 1919. Courtesy Norbert
Friedman.” The text reads, “After the German invasion of Poland, Norbert and his family began
to hear about the harsh treatment of Jews. When the Nazis discovered Norbert’s father was
violating anti-Jewish laws, the family fled to a smaller town to escape punishment. Norbert
adopted a false identity so that he could take jobs in other cities and help his father provide for
the family.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Roma (Gypsies): A group of people who originally came from India and who often live in caravans
and move frequently

Propaganda: Biased and persuasive information intended to impact public opinion and behaviors

At the bottom of the panel is a timeline with the following dates and events:
1933: The first concentration camp, Dachau, is built for political prisoners
1935: The Nuremberg Laws take away many rights of Jews in Germany

1936: Germany hosts the Olympics in Berlin



What happened to the victims?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a black and white photo depicting two men in
overcoats and hats. They walk down a sidewalk and look at a storefront window that has been
smashed. The case in the storefront window is littered with glass and display mounts; it appears
all the goods have been stolen. The caption reads, “Germans walk past the broken window of a
Jewish business attacked on Kristallnacht. Courtesy U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.”

When the Nazis came to power, they encouraged Germans to harass and betray their Jewish
friends and neighbors. The passage of anti-Jewish laws took away the rights of Jews to do
business or participate in German society. Over the course of two days in November of 1938,
Nazi gangs destroyed thousands of Jewish homes, synagogues, and businesses. This was called
Kristallnacht or the “Night of Broken Glass.” As Germany invaded other countries during World
War I, more Jews came under Nazi control. Jews were forced into ghettos and concentration
camps. In 1942, Hitler’s lieutenants devised a plan, known as the Final Solution, to murder all of
Europe’s Jews. They built extermination camps in Poland where Jews were selected to work as
forced laborers or die in gas chambers.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The color photo depicts the
front of a four-story building of light-colored bricks. The caption reads, “Norbert’s house in
Warsaw after the war. Courtesy Norbert Friedman.” The text reads, “When Norbert and his
father were ordered to report to a labor camp in 1942, he said goodbye to his mother for the
last time. She was killed by the Nazis a few months later. During the war, Norbert’s only personal
possessions were a toothbrush and a picture of his mother.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Ghettos: Small parts of towns or cities where Jews were forced to live in crowded, terrible
conditions

Concentration and Labor Camps: Camps where victims of the Nazis were imprisoned and forced
to work

Extermination Camps: Camps where victims of the Nazis were sent to be murdered

At the bottom of the panel is a timeline with the following dates and events:
1938: Kristallnacht — the “Night of Broken Glass”

1939: Germany invades Poland, beginning World War I



What did other countries do to help?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a black and white photo depicting a large steamer
ship with flags waving in the wind being tugged along by a small boat. There are other ships in
the background. Black smoke billows out from the tugboat smokestack, partially covering the
larger ship from view. The caption reads, “Postcard of the St. Louis leaving Germany in 1939.
Courtesy U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.”

As life became more difficult for Jews in Europe, many left their homes and communities in
search of safety. Jews settled in countries as far away as China, Kenya, and Argentina. Leaving
was difficult, however. People needed visas to immigrate to countries like the United States.
Many Jews were forced to remain in Germany if they lacked financial resources or family
members overseas. European Jews faced other obstacles such as anti-Semitic politicians in the
United States who closed the borders in 1940. During this time a German ship, called the St.
Louis, was carrying nearly 1,000 Jewish refugees when it attempted to land at several American
ports. Ultimately, it was sent back to Germany, and many of the passengers on board lost their
lives In the concentration camps.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The black and white photo
depicts a young man sitting on a helmet against a fence. He leans to is left against a white block
of stone and rests his head on his hand. He is looking at the camera. The caption reads, “Norbert
in American army uniform in Germany, 1946. Courtesy Norbert Friedman.” The text reads,
“Between 1942 and 1945, Norbert survived 11 concentration camps. When the Nazi guards
tattooed a letter on his arm to identify him, he began to feel less human. Upon arrival at each
camp, Norbert quickly learned what type of work was to be done, how much food was available,
and who was in power— all of which helped him survive.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Visas: Official documents needed to enter foreign countries
Immigrate: Moving permanently to another country

At the bottom of the panel is a timeline with the following dates and events:
1941: The United States enters World War |l after Japan attacks Pearl| Harbor

1942: Hitler’s lieutenants meet outside of Berlin to plan the Final Solution



How did people fight back?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a black and white photo depicting a large group of
men and women. Some lay on the ground, some sit, others stand; some are in military uniforms,
others are in civilian clothing. Some carry weapons, while others hold instruments, including a
violin, a guitar, and four accordions. The caption reads, “A Jewish resistance group in a
Belorussian forest, 1943. Courtesy U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.”

Despite the risks, many people fought back against the Nazis. Some used weapons to attack
German soldiers, train lines, and communication stations. Others resisted by continuing to do
things the Nazis made illegal such as celebrating Jewish holidays, creating artwork, reading books
by Jewish writers, and singing and listening to banned music. For many Jews, resistance activities
were the only way to preserve their culture and humanity under Nazi persecution.

Non-Jews also participated in resistance by hiding Jewish refugees in their homes and creating
false documents for Jews to escape. Some countries invaded by Germany refused to comply with
anti-Jewish laws, choosing instead to organize rescue missions for Jewish people.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The black and white photo
depicts a group of five young men wearing overcoats and flat caps, standing in front of a brick
wall and looking at the camera. The photo is faded except for a bright oval around the man in
the middle. The caption reads, “Norbert with his Polish friends in 1941. Courtesy Norbert
Friedman.” The text reads, “In the camps, Norbert had little communication with the outside
world. He occasionally met with members of the resistance who were imprisoned in the same
camps. His uncle joined resistance groups who were fighting against the German military in the
Polish forests. Norbert’s best friend died while bombing a German military transport vehicle.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Humanity: Quality or state of being human

Persecution: Being physically or verbally attacked or treated badly
Resistance: Taking action against something that is wrong
Refugees: Someone who is forced to leave their home country

At the bottom of the panel is a timeline with the following dates and events:
1943: Armed resistance forms against the Nazis in Poland’s Warsaw Ghetto
1943: Citizens of Denmark rescue nearly 8,000 Danish Jews

1943: The Battle of Stalingrad in the Soviet Union forces Germany to retreat



What happened after liberation?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a black and white photo depicting a group of
women in tiered rows smiling and waving to the camera. The caption reads, “Female prisoners
from Dachau wave to their liberators. Courtesy U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.”

Germany surrendered to Allied forces in 1945. Advancing across Europe, American, British, and
Russian troops liberated thousands of camps. The terrible conditions in these camps shocked
even the most experienced soldiers. After helping the prisoners, they returned home promising
to prevent similar tragedies from happening again.

After they lost their homes and families, survivors of the Holocaust had nowhere to go. They
lived in displaced person camps and waited for an opportunity to leave Europe. Some people
finally made it to the United States years after the war ended. They settled in cities such as New
York and Atlanta. Other survivors helped found the new state of Israel in 1948.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The black and white photo
depicts two young men in overcoats. They stand in front of a wall and a ladder. To their right is
water and a shoreline with trees and buildings. The man on the left holds a cigarette in his hand,
while the man on the right has a pipe in his mouth. Smoke billows out of his mouth. The caption
reads, “Norbert and his friend Oskar Klausenstock in Bavaria, 1948. Courtesy Norbert Friedman.”
The text reads, “When Norbert’s Nazi captors fled Allied forces in April 1945, he and his father
hid in an abandoned barn. Three American tanks and a unit of soldiers soon arrived in a nearby
village. Because Norbert loved American movies and spoke a few words of English, he was
chosen to meet with the troops. After the war, he joined the American army as an interpreter.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Liberated: Allied troops entered and freed victims of the camps from captivity

Displaced Person Camps: Temporary camps opened after liberation to help victims who had no
home

At the bottom of the panel is a timeline with the following dates and events:

1944: Allied troops land on the beaches of Normandy on D-Day and begin advancing into
Germany

1944: Soviet troops begin to liberate camps in Poland



What was life like after the Holocaust?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a color map of Europe titled “Camps where
Norbert Friedman was imprisoned.” On the map are two black stars, nine red stars, and red
dotted lines representing Norbert’s movement among the camps. The stars are numbered and
correspond to the key to the right of the map. The two black stars mark the first and last stops.
The numbers are as follows:

Mielec
Wieliczka
Flossenburg
Leitmeritz
Dachau
Augsburg
Horgau
Leonberg

. Kaufering
10. Natzweiler
11. Ganacker
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A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The color photo depicts an
elderly man wearing a button up shirt and black tie. The caption reads, “Norbert Friedman in
2013. Courtesy Museum of History and Holocaust Education.” The text reads, “Norbert Friedman
was a young Jewish man growing up in Poland when the Germans invaded and changed his life
forever. His experience, however, is only one of millions. People of all ages and backgrounds
were affected by the rise of the Nazis. Their stories are important because they help us
understand the Holocaust.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Discrimination: Treating someone unfairly based on stereotypes

At the bottom of the panel is a timeline with the following dates and events:
1945: Germany surrenders on May 7, 1945, Victory in Europe (VE) Day
1945: Japan surrenders on September 2, 1945, ending World War I

1948: United Nations adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights



What should | do now?

A large central image at the top of the panel is a color photo depicting a group of young women
and an elderly man. They stand between cloth panels with text and images. The caption reads,
“Students visiting the Museum of History and Holocaust Education, 2014 Courtesy Museum of
History and Holocaust Education.”

As survivors of the Holocaust age, it is our duty to listen to their stories and share them with
future generations. Although it may seem easier to forget, we must remember what happened
in the Holocaust and the war because similar events continue to take place around the world.

Your voice is important. You can make a difference in your schools and communities by speaking
out against bullying and prejudice. Do not be afraid to look at the world through another
person’s eyes.

What will you do now? Choose to act.
The Holocaust teaches us that our actions matter.

A yellow sidebar in the middle of the panel has a photo and text. The color photo depicts a
painting of four wolves of different colors (from left to right: black, white, beige, and brown)
sitting with their heads raised, howling. They howl at Earth. In the background is an abstract
depiction of space with purples, greens, and whites. The caption reads, “Winning artwork from
the 2014 student art and writing contest. Courtesy Savannah Whitticar.” The text reads, “The
Museum of History and Holocaust Education encourages you to help eliminate hatred and
prejudice. Visit our website and enter our annual art and writing contest. You can choose to be
an upstander, not a bystander.”

A gray sidebar towards the bottom of the panel features the following vocabulary words in
yellow and the definitions in white:

Prejudice: An idea about someone based on stereotypes
Bystander: A person who witnesses criminal acts but chooses not to prevent them

This exhibit was produced by the Museum of History and Holocaust Education at Kennesaw State
University, sponsored in part by the Georgia Humanities Council.



